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 VERNON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MINUTES 

 

December 18, 2018 
 

County Board Chairman Dennis Brault called the December 18, 2018 meeting of the Vernon County Board of Supervisors to order at 

9:30 a.m. in the County Boardroom of the Courthouse Annex.   

 

Invocation by Pastor Dale Toltzman, Living Faith Church, Viroqua.  Board members and others present gave the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  County Clerk affirmed there had been proper public notice of the meeting.  

 

Motion by Mitchell, 2nd by Stanek to excuse Redington from the meeting. Carried all. 

County Clerk, Ron Hoff called roll call with 28 Supervisors present. 

 

Motion by Leis, 2nd by Eggen to approve the minutes of the November 13, 2018 meeting.  Carried all.   

 

Chairman Brault asked if there were any announcements, Servais stated, Milk Marketing & Promotion Comm. meets today at the 

VFW.  Yttri explained brochure on Project Recovery to help with citizens who suffered storm damage.   

 

Chairman Brault moved to Special Order of Business, Dale Toltzman – Living Faith Food Pantry, located behind Family Restaurant 

in Viroqua. We serve 170 households a week on average.  Open 2 days a week for distribution of food. They are looking to expand.  

Any volunteers to help would be appreciated. 

 

Chairman Brault announced, Samantha Laskowski is pleased with the Multi-Hazards Mitigation Plan and will not be attending today.  

 

Chairman Brault moved to next item on agenda: Petitions - None 

 

Chairman Brault moved to next item on agenda: Resolutions 

 

Resolution # 2018 - 53  

Adopting the Vernon County Multi-Hazards Mitigation Plan 2018-2022 

WHEREAS, Vernon County recognizes the threat that natural hazards pose to people and property; and 

WHEREAS, undertaking hazard mitigation actions before disasters occur will reduce the potential for harm to people and property 

and save taxpayer dollars; and 

WHEREAS, an adopted all hazards mitigation plan is required as a condition of future grant funding for mitigation projects; and 

WHEREAS, Vernon County participated jointly in the planning process with the other local units of government within the County to 

prepare a Multi-Hazards Mitigation Plan; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Vernon County, hereby adopts the Vernon County Multi-Hazards Mitigation Plan 

2018-2020 as an official plan; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Vernon County Emergency Management Department will submit on behalf of the 

participating municipalities the adopted Vernon County Multi-Hazards Mitigation Plan 2018-2022 to Wisconsin Emergency 

Management and Federal Emergency Management Agency officials. 

Dated November 27, 2018 

Submitted by Emergency Management Committee, Dennis Brault, Chair 

Adopted by Vernon County Board of Supervisors on December 18, 2018. 

Motion by Eggen, 2nd by Goede.  Brandon Larson explained this plan needs to be updated every 5 years, and is needed for grant 

applications.  Dave Bonifas of Mississippi River Reginal Planning Committee, also explained needs of the Plan, covers 19 Natural 

hazards, 2 manmade hazards, also includes rail and river possible hazards.  Voice vote. Carried all. 

Adopted by Vernon County Board of Supervisors on December 18, 2018. 

 

Resolution # 2018 – 54 

Title:  Abolish Deputy Sheriff Jail Sergeant Job classification 

WHEREAS, the law enforcement union contract provides for a Deputy Sheriff Jail Sergeant Job classification and the process for 

filling such position, and  

WHEREAS, the county has the right to abolish or establish a job classification, and 

WHEREAS, the current Sheriff’s Office administration recommends abolishing this job classification and reassigning to a new non-

union position, and   

WHEREAS, this change will provide for better continuity of operations within the jail division, and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Vernon County Board of Supervisors, the job classification of Deputy Sheriff 

Jail Sergeant is hereby abolished. 

Dated, December 18, 2018 

Submitted by Will Beitlich, Personnel Committee Chair 

Submitted by Cary Joholski, Law Enforcement Chair 

Motion by Clark, 2nd by Joholski. Sheriff Spears explained the position has always been a Deputy Sheriff. It was posted, and no 

Sheriff Deputy applied for Jail Sergeant, so the position was vacant.  Clark stated Resolution has passed two committees.  Carried 

voice. All. 

Adopted by Vernon County Board of Supervisors on December 18, 2018. 

 

 

Resolution # 2018 - 55  

Title:  Establish Correctional Officer Jail Sergeant Job classification 

WHEREAS, the Vernon County Board of Supervisors previously abolished the job classification of Deputy Sheriff Jail Sergeant, and 

WHEREAS, the current Sheriff’s Office administration recommends establishing the new non-union job classification of 

Correctional Officer Jail Sergeant, and   

WHEREAS, this change will provide better continuity of operations within the jail division, and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Vernon County Board of Supervisors authorizes the creation of the new job 

classification (pay grade 12) of Correctional Officer Jail Sergeant, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Vernon County Board of Supervisors authorizes the Sheriff to fill this newly created position. 

FISCAL IMPACT:  2018    2019 

    Wages: $108.80                Wages: ($977.60) 

    FICA: $8.32   FICA: ($74.78) 

    WRS: $7.29   WRS: ($65.60) 

    Total: $124.41   Total: ($1,117.88) 

Dated December 18, 2018 

Submitted by Will Beitlich, Personnel Committee Chair 

Submitted by Cary Joholski, Law Enforcement Chair 

Motion by Amelse, 2nd by Clark. Yttri asked about change in salary? Yes, it is less.  Carried all. Voice vote. 

Adopted by Vernon County Board of Supervisors on December 18, 2018. 

 

 

Resolution # 2018 - 56  

2020 Tax Levy Support of the Vernon Manor Nursing Home Projected Deficit 

WHEREAS, the Vernon County Board of Supervisors does proclaim its continuing support for county ownership and operation of 

Vernon Manor Nursing Home for so long as it is practical for the county to do so; and 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin’s citizens population of age 85 plus was around 9.3% in 2015, and is forecasted to decrease to 3.2% by year 

2020 before possibly rising to 6.6% by year 2025, and increasing to 28.2% by year 2035; and 

WHEREAS, the Vernon Manor annual census, and other Vernon County private nursing homes annual census has declined based on 

demographics and changes in long term care preferences for the elderly; and 

WHEREAS, the Vernon Manor Nursing Home Trustees are working to determine the best future use of the Vernon Manor Nursing 

Home which may meet the future requirements of Vernon County residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Vernon Manor Nursing Home has a projected deficit of $426,650 for 2019, and the Vernon Manor Trustees have 

forecasted an estimated deficit of $400,000 for the year 2020; and 

WHEREAS, Section 66.0602(4) of the Wisconsin Statutes allows a political subdivision to exceed the levy limit if the governing 

body adopts a resolution to that effect and if the resolution is approved in a referendum vote of the electors of the political subdivision; 

and 

WHEREAS, it is desirable and in the best interest of Vernon County to conduct a county-wide referendum to determine whether the 

Vernon County taxpayers support the county exceeding the levy limit under Section 66.0602 of the Wisconsin Statutes, or any 

successor thereto, for the next fiscal year, in recognition that Section 66.0602 of the Wisconsin Statutes may be amended or renewed 

in the future.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Vernon County Board of Supervisors, in legal session assembled, does hereby 

approve that the following question be placed on the April 2, 2019 General Election ballot as a binding referendum question:  

Under state law, the increase in the levy of the County of Vernon for the tax to be imposed for the next fiscal year, 2019, is limited to 

.342%, which results in a levy of $10,748,002. Shall the County of Vernon be allowed to exceed this limit and increase the levy for 

the next fiscal year, 2020, for the exclusive purpose of paying for a portion of the cost of the operational and capital expenses of the 

county-owned Vernon Manor Nursing Home, by a total of 0.964%, which amounts to a levy increase of $400,000 per year, which 

results in a total county levy of $11,148,002?  

YES _____ NO _____ 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Vernon County Board of Supervisors supports an increase in the county tax levy by 

$400,000 to exceed the state levy limit for the year, 2020; and 

BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Corporation Counsel prepare a Notice of Referendum to be published by the 

Vernon County Clerk in accordance with statutory requirements; and  

BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution and the referendum shall be filed with the Vernon County Clerk no later 

than 70 days prior to the April 2, 2019 election at which the question will appear on the ballot. 

Financial Impact for the year 2020: $400,000  

Dated December 4, 2018 

Submitted by Roger Call District 18, Vernon County Board of Supervisors 

Motion by Leis, 2nd by Brault.  Call explained Referendum. Must be filed with Clerk 70 days prior to election date of April 2, 2019. 

Yttri explained Vernon Manor Committee voted not to support this resolution at this time.  Call will support the Vernon Manor 

Committee decision. Evenstad stated cash flow has changed up and down with Census over the years and feels some numbers in the 

resolution are not correct.  Census has gone up in the past weeks. Projected loss now down to $325,000.00, concerned this resolution 

could send a negative image of nursing home.  Ofte stated most counties with nursing homes have a tax levy and feels referendum is a 

good idea.  Amelse stated we would need a long term plan for Vernon Manor and feels without plan referendum would probably fail.  

Yttri stated Committee has met with two Consulting Firms for studying new options that would work for Vernon Manor.  Larson 

asked what is concerns for a referendum. Evenstad stated a no vote could slow down plans of new options. Evenstad feels we may 

increase taxes and it may not be necessary as new options could lead to better cash flow. Strudthoff feels if we have a referendum and 

it fails it could jeopardize tax levy in future years.  Brault feels Board could do tax increase in the future. Brault stated with a loss of 

$300,000 the Board must lower $300,000 from somewhere else in budget.  Brault supports the resolution. Olerud stated referendum 

would let citizens give us their opinion on Vernon Manor.  Evenstad feels tax levy might be needed for other departments in County 

too, as other departments could lose money also, why is Vernon Manor being singled out?  Henry agrees that other departments are 

losing money also, and concerned referendum would fail.  Olerud asked what the study for Vernon Manor options is costing.  Yttri 

stated bids from $33,000 to $91,000 is cost for consulting firm for Vernon Manor. Yttri asked to leave $100,000 tax levy with Vernon 

Manor and not transfer it back to General Fund. Roll call vote on resolution, Yes Votes 4  Rod Ofte, Carry Joholski, Garrick Olerud, 

Kevin Larson,  No Votes 24.  Resolution Failed. 

 

 

Resolution # 2018 - 57  

  RESOLUTION TO CONDUCT COUNTYWIDE ADVISORY REFERENDUM  

ON CREATION OF NONPARTISAN PROCEEDURE PROCEDURE FOR THE PREPARATION OF LEGISLATIVE  

AND CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING PLANS AND MAPS 

WHEREAS, the Vernon County Board of Supervisors on September 19, 2017 passed a resolution calling for nonpartisan legislative 

and congressional redistricting maps; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article IV VI, Section 3 of the Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Legislature is directed to redistrict 

state legislative districts “according to the number of inhabitants” at its next session following the decennial federal census. The 

legislature also reapportions congressional districts at the same interval pursuant to federal law; and 

WHEREAS, the practice of redistricting by the majority party stifles political participation and competition, discourages collaboration 

and compromise, ensures continued control by the party in power, and lacks the fairness necessary to our democratic process, by 

undermining the principle of one-person-one vote. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Vernon County Board of Supervisors, in legal session assembled, does hereby 

approve that the following question be placed on the April 2, 2019 General Election ballot as an advisory referendum question:  

Question: Should the Wisconsin legislature create a nonpartisan procedure for the preparation of legislative and congressional 

district plans and maps? 

YES _____ NO _____ 

EXPLINATION EXPLANATION: The current procedure allows the legislature of the majority party to prepare redistricting 

plans and maps. This has the potential to result in unfair partisan plans and maps, when the legislature choices chooses its voters 

rather than the voters choosing their representatives. This is commonly called Gerry Mandering. 

A YES vote indicates that you agree with creating a nonpartisan procedure for creating redistricting plans and maps. 

A NO vote indicates that you disagree with creating a nonpartisan procedure for creating redistricting plans and maps. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  

That the Corporation Counsel prepare a Notice of Referendum to be published by the Vernon County Clerk in accordance with 

statutory requirements; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  

That this resolution and the referendum shall be filed with the Vernon County Clerk no later than 70 days prior to the April 2, 2019 

election at which the question will appear on the ballot. 

Dated December 6, 2018 

Submitted by Dennis Brault District 13, Vernon County Board of Supervisors 
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Motion by Leis, 2nd by Strudthoff. Beitlich stated 3 typos on resolution.  It should be Article IV not VI, Explanation is spelled wrong 

Legislator choose, not choices and Procedure is spelled wrong. 2nd by Brault with amendments.  Carried all.  Leis stated this was at 

Legal affairs and the three present voted yes. Brault presented a slide on Gerry Mandering.  Both political parties have done Gerry 

Mandering. Vernon County passed a Resolution in 2017 and forwarded to Legislators. This would be an advisory referendum to our 

legislators. Henry feels this was a great presentation, and supports resolution.  Voice vote. Carried all.  

 

AED training for Board members, Brandon Larson and Amy Kleiber. Automated external defibrillator. 

 

 

No Ordinances 

No Memorials 

Remonstrances 

Larson asked to meet after meeting with Taylor, Running, and Call on the Executive Committee. 

On January 2, 2019 is the program to administer Oaths to elected Officials at 9:00 am in the upstairs Court Room. 

Henry stated help needed at the Food Pantry.  A 20 cent donation buys $1.00 worth of food. 

Reports of standing committees 

Unfinished Business  

 

The next County Board meeting will be on January 29, 2019 at 9:30 am in the County Board Room at the Courthouse Annex.  With 

the meeting concluded, a motion was made by Servais, 2nd by Running to adjourn.   Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

State of Wisconsin ( 

                                (   

County of Vernon   (                             Office of the Vernon County Clerk 

 

I, Ronald C. Hoff, County Clerk of Vernon County, Wisconsin DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the statements above are a correct 

report of all actions and decisions of the Vernon County Board of Supervisors at the meeting of December 18, 2018, as indicated 

in transcription taken personally by me. 

(Seal) 

/s/ Ron Hoff                                                                                                                                      

Vernon County Clerk         


